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VPi Pinterest VT Student motto: 
craze hia Tough times 
kee, don’t last, Pe 

F students 7 pees do) 


Pinterest: The Easiest 
Way to a Girl’s Heart 


LauraSpringer 
Layout Epitor 

Valentine’s Day is quickly 
approaching, and the aisles 
and s of stuffed animals 
and candy hearts may be 
overwhelming to last-minute 
shoppers. It is easy to get 
distracted by the meaningless 
gifts and get your special 
someone something they do 
not even like. Thankfully, a 
website has been created that 
can easily eliminate the stress. 
Pinterest has quickly become 
one of the most popular 
websites/apps for girls over 
the past year. It allows girls to 
pin ideas they want to try, or 
things they would love to have. 
This is why looking through 
a girl’s pins can easily show a 
boy, or anyone for that matter, 
exactly what is inside her heart. 


Pinterest makes seeing 
inside a gitl’s heart very e: 


because it has millions of 
pictures for almost any topic 
she would be interested in. If 


a girl is having a bad day 
can look at pictures of cute 
baby animals or pictures of 
worite celebrity. If she 
wants to get caught up with 
the latest fashion or the newest 
hair style, they are both just 

a few click: Advice for 
dealing with breakups or trying 
new things can be found on 
the quotes page. Once a girl 
finds the clothes she loves and 
the puppy she wants to buy, 


her 


Pink Chocolate Covered 


she can just repin them onto 
her boards and she can look 
at them again and again. By 

looking at what a girl repir 
one would know exactly what 
she 


is is why Pinterest 
has been called the “fant: 
football for girls,” but gu 
would be surprised that they 
can use Pinterest in a variety of 
w as well. In fact, Pinterest 
can actually be both useful 


and entertaining for guys. 
The humor page contains a 
multitude of jokes and funny 


pictures. One of my favorite 
humor pins is, “Stalking is 
when two people go for a long, 
romantic walk together, but 
only one of them knows about 
it.” Besides this, there are many 
of pins that will make 
you laugh harder than you ever 
thought possible. 

Laughing is a much needed 
relief for juniors and seniors 
preparing to graduate and go 
on to college. Juniors getting 
ready to take senior pictures 
can find thousands of must-try 
poses and locations. This can 


hours 


eliminate a lot of stress when 
trying to decide what one 


wants to do. After pictures are 


done, the now-to-be seniors 
may need some inspiration 
for their graduation parties. 
Pinterest provides many 
creative ideas and the best 
foods to 
This brings me to one 


serve. 


Strawberries 


¥ 


[ About Pintere 


t] 


& itis a site of pictures 
& the pictures are called pins 
& users are called pinners 
% pinners have categorized boards 
% pictures are repinned onto pinners’ boards 
& liked pictures are saved to a pinner’s account 


of my favorite aspects of 
Pinterest: food! There are 


just 


thousands of recipes 
waiting to be made. Some 
recipes I can not wait to try 
include s’mores pizza and 
s’mores chocolate chip cookies. 
Yum yum yum! By looking at 
someone’s board, you would 
know exactly what kinds of 
food they like. So boys, when 
thinking of ways to impress 
your ladies, check out their 
food board on Pinterest. 

You can make their favorite 
food, as well as try out a new 
steak flavoring. It is a win-win 
situation, and I can guarantee 
that cooking is a major step for 
guys to become the so-called 
“total package.” 

Becoming the “total 
package” can become even 
easier for guys with girlfriends 
by creating a Pinterest account. 
These guys can then look at a 
girl’s account to discover her 
favorite things without asking 
and then surprise her with the 
perfect birthday or Valentine 
present. For those days when 
just cannot think of 


something different to do for 
a date (or are just plain bored 
of doing the same thing every 
date) they can just log onto 


Heart Envelope that 
unfolds into a valentine 


Pinterest and find hundreds of 
new date ideas. 

Now, some of you may be 
wondering what the perfect 
way is to that special 
girl on a Valentine’s date, or 
even to prom. Pinterest can 
provide many cute, original 
ideas that will guarantee a 
much anticipated “yes.” One 
cute idea is that a boy took a 
gitl’s phone and changed his 
contact name to “will you be 
my girlfriend?” He then called 
her, and luckily s 
the call. 

Even though Pinterest has 
a reputation of being just for 
girls, guys can use it as well. 
Although, boys will probably 
look at the humor page more 
than they will look at the 
fashion page. Pinterest can 
keep anyone entertained for 
hours, and can introduce them 
to ideas they would have never 
tried before. So once you fall 
in love with Pinterest, do not 


e accepted 


worry that you are spending 
too much time looking at 

the millions of pictures. Just 
remember that you can justify 


your time by 
the quotes page: 
enjoyed wasting is not wasted 
time.” 


a simple pin from 
“Time you 


Pinterest-Inspired Valentine’s Day Ideas 


Heart S'mores 


Crayon Wax 
Paper Hearts 
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‘The Viking Saga is the official student 
publication of Northwest High School 
in Grand Island, Nebraska. It is printed 
by the Grand Island Independent nine times 
(monthly) throughout the school year. 
‘The paper is a member of the Nebraska 
High School Press Association. 


Outside submissions, suggestions, or 
letters to the editor are welcome and 
encouraged. They may be brought to 

room 32, or emailed to Ms. Kayan 
at bkavan@ginw.org Any and all 
submissions must be signed for them to 
be considered for publication, and the 
editor reserves the right to edit or print 
bmissions. 


@nwvikingsaga 


White Chocolate M&M 
Cookie Bars 


FFA members get 
to show their pride 
for agriculture 


Northwest student lives by motto: 
“Tough times don’t last: Tough people do” 


“T need to take an oral had a spaghetti dinner and 


NeleighHall ., 
a silent auction in honor of 


Scare Waren chemo pill every night for 


Also, I 
go to Omaha once a month 
for a check-up. Next, I go 
to Hastings to a physician 


the rest of my life her. 
“Knowing that I was 
perfectly healthy, then it just 
happened. I had no control, 
and will have it for the rest 


“Tt was overwhelming to 
see the number of people 
that supported me. There 
eve 


y two months. Finally, were people I knew, some 
of my life.” 
On October 18th, 


2012 junior Courtney 


get blood drawn every two‘ kind of remember, and 
people I didn’t know 


at all,” Lierman said. 


Lierman’s life turned “| have realized how short life Having so many 
is. Some things you don’t have 
control over, and everything 

happens for a reason.” a 


F With this being her 
Courtney Lierman : 
§ junior year, it definitely 
Junior u 


upside down. She 
was diagnosed with 
CML, (Chronic 
Myeloid Leukemia). 
CML is a cancer 


doctor appointments 
to attend, Lierman 
a lot of school. 


of the white blood 


cells. It is a form of 


leukemia characterized much school and get 


caught up; I always feel run 
down,” she said. 


by the increased growth of 
predominantly myeloid cells 
in the bone marrow and the 


weeks,” Lierman said. 

Courtney’s view of life 
has changed since she has CML has changed 
accumulation of the cells in 
the blood. 


Having CML, Courtney 


been diagnosed. She got Lierman’s life dramatically, 


to see first hand how fast a but she has made the most 
person’s life can change with —_ out of her situation. 
a blink of an eye. 

At Blessed 


Catholic Church on January 


to take her fair share 


“T have an amazing 
tem, and I 
for anything 


of medication and go ‘rament 


support 


to numerous doctor couldn’ a 


appointments. 


ET. 
£x 


Destiny 
HASTINGS COLLEGE 


Broncos. = Utter 
as Student of the Month 
for exhibiting Bronco values 
held by Hastings College students 


27th, Lierman and her family — more.” 


Is proud 
to recognize 


www.hastings.edu 


jacilynBruns 


Eprror-In-CHier 


Northwest is unique to Grand 
Island because it is the only 
school with an FFA chapter. That 
is just one of the many reasons 
to celebrate National FFA week 
coming up this month. 
According to FFA advisor 
Jessica Brondel, the chapter starts 
planning activities 3-4 weeks 
before. They try to incorporate a 


fun activity, community activity, an 
appreciation activity, and of course 
the favorite “drive your tractor to 
school” day. 

“For the preparation of FFA 
Week, the selected committee meets 
before school once a week for 
about a month. They decide which 
events should be held and meet 
with the administration to get them 
approved,” junior Jeremy Kroeger 


said. Kroeger is the President of the 
Northwest FFA chapter. 
This year, National FFA week 


is celebrated from February 18 
to 23. The activities that they 
chose include the labor auction 
on Monday, feeder school tours 
on Tuesday, teacher and member 
appreciation meal on Wednesday, 
FFA bowling party on Thursday, 
and driving tractors to school on 
Friday. 

“We do a lot of different 
things for FFA week! We have 
to get everything approved by 
administration and get everyone to 
get involved,” junior Kelly Hostler 
said. 

This week observes the 
importance of agriculture in the 
lives of students across the nation. 

“BFA week is a great way to 
not only promote FFA but to also 
promote the agricultural industry. 
Educating the public is what F° 
week is all about. 7 
important to me,” 


Just like the other activities at 
Northwest, the students involved 
have a passion; for them, it’s 
agriculture. 

“FFA means a lot to me because 
we get our name out there, and 
we let people know that we are 
the future of agriculture. I really 
liked the Dodge commercial during 
the Super Bowl, ‘So God made a 
Farmer, because that’s what we are 
all about!” Hostler said. 

The final day of National FFA 


week is alway 


favored because 


the members get to show off their 
farming hardware. 
“My favorite event 


s drive your 
ing all 

of that equipment in front of the 
school shows both the students 
and the public that our school is 
active in agriculture. Also, I 
enjoy the chance to drive my John 
De 


tractor to school day 


always 


» Kroeger said. 
The FFA chapter is not only 
trying to inform the student 
body of Northwest what FFA 
is all about, but also each of the 
Northwest Public Schools. 
“Hopefully after FFA week, 
students at Northwest should 
be a little more educated about 


agriculture. One of the new 
activities we hope to implement 
this year is going out and visiting 
each feeder school. Feeder school 
students will be informed about the 
FFA, Ag cla 
be great educational tools for them 
to use,” Kroeger said. 

The purpose of this weekis to 
a minute to think about the 


s, and how these can 


tal 
FFA program and appreciate the 
opportunities it gives s 
Northwest to expres: 
in a way that can impact our future. 
“Students should realize that we 
work hard for what we get, and we 
are basically their future in some 
” Hostler said. 


wa 
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FEAT! 


Valentine's 


Qa ] Love it or hate it: 
\ ® it’s here to stay 


Many students are happy for the holiday 


fect gift, but somehow still feel like they haven't 


‘Stare Waren 


‘The day of love. The most romantic day of the to the question, “whar’s the best gift you've ever 


year. In many couples’ opinions, Valentines day is 
the best day of the year. 
best date Py 
[been] on on Valentine’s 
day was over to my 
date’s house for din- 
aid Sophomore 
Megan Billington. 

For many people, 


their favorite dates 
include dinner, a movie, or 
just spending time together. 

Sophomore Bailey Dishman said 
his best Valentine’s date was a simple one. 

“I went out to dinner at Texas Road 
House and she just made me happy and laugh,” 
said Dishman. 

People can spend hours searching for the per- 


Do- You Lihe Videntine’s Day 2 


32% 


Don't Care 


received for Valentine’s day” was candy or choco- 
lates. When asl 
would pre 


gotten the right one. ‘The most common answer 


My romantic 


vhich gift you 


feat 7 alent Wes: Gift. an 


the most common choice 
Aside from the usual 
Valentine's gifts, there are the 
unusual: things that people 
wouldn't expect but still love. 
Sophomore Kyrra Baier re- 
ceived demolition derby tickets 
once. Freshman Abby Dvorak 
received clothes and candy. 
“My grandma got me chocolate and a 
pair of Miss Me [Jeans],” Dvorak said. 
‘Whatever the gif, the important thing is that you 
spend the day with those you love! Happy Valentine's 
day from the Viking Saga staff! 


“A bag of candy with 
VYalentine’s cards in it.” 


“Tome cotth Jamus"“Lots and (ots of candy.” 
“Teddy bear with a dozen 
flowers.” “One time my mom 
“Candy!” set me a card.” 
“Crunch candy heart.” 
“A teddy bear.” “Reese's peanct 
ex Me batter ecpps.” 
‘A night at the movies.’ 
“A bunch of my favorite candy.” 
“A giant teddy bear and candy!” 


Which Gift Would You Lge? 


21% 


Stuffed Animals 


Dereme 


ART BRE AL (OS? 


Fre Tosted Ssticktfhiguce ia------ 


Super Bou. 
the Raven's 


That way 
contd 
win. Z_ get FSO for it. 


fx cant believe She. 
walked out on me, 
She was one of a 

wershipped her 


giet 


ight from the Statt,r 
Knew She was the ‘onry 

ta the 
When ce were tosether, 


wrerta fer sie: Javonias..- 


an 


Nothing else mattered” 
= 


ay, 


Oh, the fun we hed] 
walling, Falling , 
Ha... 


ene mew. 


»D 


Aww. How 


tong did Yeo 
Know her: 


Thad 


Valentine Gone Wrong 


Whats the worst gift youve received? 


“Stupid conversation “A trip to 


his house to 
hearts.” babysit.” 
“A hello.” “One eth bad cards.” 


“Being dumped on “Nothing.” 
valentines day.” 
“A walk at a park.” 


_., Sat at home alone. 
A broken rose. “Bad Candy.” 


“A Gift Card” 


“A Staffed Bear.” - > 
“Ab Socks. 
A 60x Of “a cars? 
Chocolates.” “Homecort.” 


“A Candy Cane.” 


» 


ndy in the 
nd grade.” 


“A dead flower.” 


Valentines A Dark Day For Some 


pa 

February 14: the day most single people hate. 
Some students at Northwest haven't had a Va 
tine since elementary school: when everyone was 


pic 


everyone’s valentine. Some people don’t know that 
itis one of the most stressful day 
year. The wrong gift can make 
cerything bad. Some 
break ups are caused 
because of poor or 
allack of Valentine’s 
gifts. It shows that 

> 


<a 


out of the 


one day means s 


much to people. 
“The worst gift 

Pye received on Valen- 

tine’s day was a half eaten 

box of chocolate,” said sopho- 

more Elizabeth Elliott. 


jocolate, one of the most enjoyed treat 

one could receive. To some people it’s not 

that great, to many people it’s all they eat, but who 
yme even 


wants chocolate that is halfway eaten. $ 
get candy or chocolates that they are allergic to. 
the most common gifts people receive are flow- 
ers, but if you let the wrong person pick those out, 
something might go wrong. 
“Pve received a dead flower once,” sophomore 
Ivan Paiz, said. Some people have received broken 


flowers, 


cen flowers they are allergic to. 
‘These are reasons many people don’t get 


people stuff for Valentine’s day because they don’t 
know what to get them. Some people they go 

straight to cand 
but while mai 
date, it doesn't always go as planned. 


s everyone needs s 


reets, 


people would rather go ona cute 


and had 
my mom come pick me up but 
then we ended up watching 
the movie. My mom loves 
me,” junior Agustin Pifta 
JR confessed about his 
worse Valentines date. 
It great to have friends 
and family who are al- 
there for each other, 
ona day think this when 
people need them the most. Hang- 
ing out with their mom or chilling with 
their grandma on valentine’s day is not everyone’s 


“I got stood up at the movi 


wish. 

“A kid gave me the stomach flu once on Valen- 
tine’s Day,” sophomore Ayza Bolanos said regard- 
ing about her worst Valentine’s Day. Who would 
want to spend theie day in the bathroom? 

Many people have been on terrible da 
students at Northwest have even broken up with 
their boyfriend /girlfriend on Valentine’s Day. 

It just isn't a holiday for everyone. 


Upcoming movies and lovey dovey Valentine’s Day 


movies to watch with your sweetheart 


TylerClement 
Starr WRITER 

Valentine’s Day is a wonderful 
day to simply be with the one who 
you love to be with. Watching 
movies together about people in 
love is a pleasant way to be spend 
time crying, laughing, and mos 
likely crying some more. Love is 
sacred bond between two people, 
why not just lie back on the sofa 


right next to the woman or man 
that you love, and enjoy each other’s 
company. If you are planning 

on going out to see a movie on 
February 14th, here are a couple of 
suggestions. 


-Escape From Planet 
Earth (PG) 

Ttis about an alien named 
Scorch Supernova who lives on 
the planet Baab; he needs help 
from his brother Gary after a 
distr 


signal is brought to them 
from a dangerous planet. Scorch is 
captured on the planet, and it is up 
to Gary to save him. 


-Safe Haven (PG-13) 
When a mysterious woman 

arrives to a small North Carolina 

town, she then meets a man named 

Alex, but her past keeps her 

from being close to him, but the 

connction they feel is too strong. 


-Beautiful Creatures 
(PG-13) 

A boy named Eathan is wanting 
to leave his small town; he then 
girl by the name of Lena, 
together they find the dark secrets 
about their families and about their 
town. 


-A Good Day to Die Hard 
(R) 

John McClain is back again in 
the fifth Die Hard Movie, only this 
is to Ru 


time, he trav 


to help his 
son, Jack, who is ona s 
for the CIA, 


ret project 


CONGRATULATIONS TO THE VIKING SAGA STAFF MEMBERS 


PERFORMED WELL IN THE JEA WINTER JOURNALISM CONTEST! 


Romantic Movies to 
Watch from Nicholas 
Sparks 

-Message In A Bottle (1999) 
-A Walk To Remember (2002) 
-The Notebook (2004) 
-Nights in Rodanthe (2008) 
-Dear John (2010) 

he Last Song (2010) 

he Lucky One (2012) 

-Safe Haven (2013) 


Others... 
#10-Romeo & Juliet (1996) 
#9-Revolutionary Road (2008) 
#8-Brief Encounter (1945) 

lanca (1942) 

"he Bridges of Madison County 
(1995) 

#5-Brokeback Mountain (2005) 
#4-The Notebook (2004) 

#3-Blue Valentine (2010) 

#2-Love Store (1970) 

#1-Gone With The Wind (1939) 

- there are many other romantic 
movies such as Titanic, The Fly, and 
Valentine’s Day. 


Tyler Clement - Honorable Mention, Editorial Cartooning 
Courtney Lierman - Excellent, Sports News Writing 
Laura Springer - Superior, Review Writing 


Kyler Janecek - 


Excellent, Review Writing; 


Excellent, Feature Writing 
Jacilyn Bruns - Honorable Mention, Feature Writing 
lp Poreba - Superior, Sports/Action Photography; 
Excellent, News/Feature Photography 


BaiLeigh Leach - Excellent, Sports/Action Photography; 


Excellent, News/Feature Photography 
Team of Neleigh Hall, Makena Kelly, 
Tyler Clement, Molley Eastman 
Excellent, In-Depth Coverage 
(for their “iGeneration” feature spread) 
Team of Kyler Janecek and Alyssa nthal 
Honorable Mention, In-Depth Coverage 
(for their social media feature spread) 


KRAMER’S WRECKER SERVICE, INC. 


Light and Heavy Duty Towing} 
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Vikettes and Cheerleaders 
prepare for competition 


BrittanyKirkwood 
‘Stare WRITER 


“The nerves very easily turn into 
excitement,” junior cheerleader Katie 
Aguilar said. 

Every February, NCA (National 
Coaches Association) puts on 
the State Cheer and Dance 
Championships at the Grand Island 
Heartland Event Center in Grand 
Island, Nebr: 

Aguilar has had the opportunity 
to compete with the Northwest 
Vikettes Dance team in previous 
years, but this year she will be 


a. 


competing with the cheer squad 
instead. 

“Tr’s almost a complete 180!” 
Aguilar said. 

‘he competition alternates 
between cheerleading and dance. 
The competing dance teams can 
choose between Pom, Jazz, Hip 


Hop, and High Kick. Cheer squads 
can compete in the following 
divisions: sideline, non-building 
non-tumbling, and non-building 
tumbling, Awards are separated by 
division and what class a high school 
falls under: A, B, C or D. 

Preparing for state cheer and 
dance requires just as much practice 
as any other state championship. 

“You need to be mentally strong, 
You need to know your routine like 
the back of your hand,” freshman 
cheerleader Emily McKinney said. 

With months of preparing a three 
minute dance or routine, Northwest 
students and staff wish our spirit 
squad good luck. 

Go support those who support 
the athletes and watch your 
cheerleaders at 11:36 p.m. The 
Vikettes perform at both 10:30 a.m. 
and 1:30 p.m. on February 16th. 


Young bowling program 
finds success early 


Mesa Wiles February 9th. 


Stare Writer 

A considerable amount 
of time and effort 
has been put in by 
teammates and coaches 
to make this season 
a successful one. The 
Northwest bowling 
league had many 
accomplishments 


this season. 
“We work a lot 
on ace 


game reli 
everyone’s attitude. 
We get pumped up 
and play off each 
other's energy,” 
junior C} Gray said. 
The bowling league 
is currently 9th out of 
14 teams in the district. 
‘They competed 
in state on Saturday. 


Gray ended uy 


second. 


well rounded, 


Sophomore Danielle 
Johnson placed ninth 
and junior Kaitlin Verba 
placed tenth in the top 


the varsity team made 
it to the semi- 


“I'm really proud 
of our team and 
all that we have 

accomplished.” 


Junior C} Gray 


fifth, and senior Jacob 
Shipman with a Strong, 


“Our team is very 


and for as young as a 
team that we have, we 
are doing pretty great,” 
Shipman said. 


he team practiced 
every Tuesday and 
‘Thursday for about an 
hour and a half: They 
worked on finding new 
lines, which boards 
to hit, and hitting 
their marks. 

The team 


finals. 


improved greatly 
as the season 
progressed. 

“A lot of our 
team’s averages 
have gone up, and 
there’s a lot | 


p finishing 


opens 
and more spares and 
strikes,” Gray said. “I’m 
really proud of our 
team and all that we 
have accomplished.” 


Werner and Westphal celebrate 
senior night with a win 


MadisonHedges 
‘Stare WRITER 


nother 
basketball s 
coming to an end, the 
girls basketball players 
and coaches not only 
have to say good bye 
to another seas 
but they als 
say good bye to the 
miors they have been 


playing with. This year 
there were only two 
seniors, Kaley Werner, 
who has been a part 
of four seasons, and 
Morgan Westphal, 
who has been a part 
of one se 


son at 


Northw 


were involved with 
volleyball, in which 
they already have had 
one senior night under their belt this year. 
With Werner being a part of the team for 
four years, she has witnessed three previous 
senior nights in which she had a leg up on 
Westphal when it came to preparing for this 
year’s basketball senior night. 

“[ mainly remember last year’s senior night 
just because I was such good friends with a 
.” said Werner. 

The Northwest girls basketball team 
held their senior night Thursday, February 
7th. That night the girls played at home 
against another Grand Island team, Central 
Catholic. The girls took a 57 to 27 win 
against the Crusaders. After the win, the 


few of the senio: 


two seniors were acknowledged for their 
accomplishments and dedication to the team. 
For senior night, the seniors made a picture 
board of memories past and present that 
represented their different years of playing 
basketball. The boards were displayed for 
spectators to see as they walked in to watch 
the night’s game. The picture boards were fun 
and easy to put together, unlike the speeches 
that the seniors were expected to give that 
night. 

“T have spent a lot of time thinking about 
what I am going to say after the game tonight, 
and still nothing has popped into my head,” 
Werner said before the game Thursday. 
eniors Werner and Westphal are 


. Both girls Senior players Kaley Werner and Morgan Westphal along with senior student manager Niki Braich 
celebrate senior night with teammates, a cake, and gifts. 


Puoro sy Fir Pores 
looked up to by the younger team members, 
they are expected to be leaders, captains, and 
get things started on time. 

“We are mostly looked to for being 
the mature ones on the team, but we all 
know that Morgan and I are nowhere near 
maturity,” said Werner. 

Over the last several years Werner has met 
great friends, and has had countle: 
made from playing basketball at Northwest. 

“Some of the memories I have had 
include; the day I met Kenzie Brown, the 
Kansas State camp, and the time that Rylee 
forgot to take the ball out of bounds and did 
not get caught,” said Werner. 

As basketball is coming to an end for the 
seniors, it is getting harder to say good bye 
not only to the sport, but also to the coaches 


memories 


and teammates. 

“{ think what I will miss most is playing 
with all of my closest friends,” said Werner. 

The Northwest girls have had a successful 
season so far with a record of 19-2. The 
season has been going by fast, as the whole 
year has. Senior Kaley Werner knows just 
how fast these years can go, how something 
can end so fast, and how saying goodbye to 
friend, coaches, and a sport can be. 

“I would like to say to the younger girls 
that these years go by fast; cherish every 
moment you are given the opportunity to step 
on the court.” 


Special for Northwest Students! 
${O Oil Change with Student ID 


